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The week's mail has brought in a number of letters asking questions about 
‘ 
_ insects--insects inside and also outside the house. 
a The first letter contains an inquiry about that destructive insect, the 
q 
Welothes moth. The letter says: "The other day in shopping for blankets I noticed 
some of the new blankets made of rayon but looking like wool. Hach of these 
= 


_ blankets had a label stating that the bienket had been treated to prevent moth 
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damage. I have always believed that moths would not eat rayon or cotton -- that 
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Tincss insects damaged only animal fibers like wool, hair and fur. Will you tell 

me who is right--the blanket manufacturer or myself?" 
The entomologists say you are quite right about what moths will and will 
Wyymot eat. Moths do not attack rayon or cotton; their diet is animal fibers, as you 
Mave always believed. So an all-rayon blanket would not need to be treated against 
Moths. But the blanket you saw may have been part rayon and part wool. If it 

Gontained some wool, that would be the reason for the moth-proofing treatment. 

g Now for the second letter with a question about insects. This letter in- 

# uires about iL £ the hh The letter 
q S about using oil in the ground to keep termitcs out o e house. e lette 
; 4% 
| ots "I read recently about a man in Texas who has discovered an casy cheap way 


to protect his house against termites. He pours old crankcase oil into little 
ee 


‘ : P 
_ ditches around every part of the house foundation that touches the ground. He 


building a nest in the ground. He also says the oil spreads only a few inches in 
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s eround so it does not kill shrubbery around the house. Will you tell me whether 


fomologists of the U.S. Department of Agriculture believe this a practical method 


The entomologists of ine US. Department of Agriculture reply that used 
ankcase oil applied to the soil about the foundation of a building does give a 
Be snount of protection against termites. But cil used alone is not always ef- 
ctive. They don't recommend using it where termites are abundant in the soil. 

aa g one part coal-tar creosote to 3% parts of the used oil makes a much more 
fective soil poison against termites. Apply the mixture of creosote and oil at 
© rate of at least one gallon for each 5 cubic feet of soil. Dig a trench next 
‘the foundation of the house and mix the oil and creosote with the soil as you 
the soil back. 

| A drawback to the use of this poison against termites is that the mixture 
inflammable. So you must be careful about using it in confined spaces beneath 
Biines. 

Now for the third letter coming up for answer today. A housewife wants to 

WW what insect bores in cement. She writes: "We have a brick house about a year 
A. Recently I have noticed small holes about a quarter inch in diameter appearing 
the cement between the bricks. My husband thinks these holes are made by a wasp, 
b I have never heard of a wasp boring in cement. The cement is rather soft—-that 
g, it contrins a good deal of sand, but it would seem to me to take a very strong 
sect to bore in it." 

The entomologists say: Your husband is quite likely right in blaming wasps 
the holes in the cement. Certain wasps, known as digger wasps, bore holes in 

th to make nests. The entomologists have no positive record of these wasps 

€ holes in mortar between bricks, but they believe them capable of doing so 


@ive occasional reports of this kind, It is not likely that these holes will 
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“much harm. You can fill them with cement mortar. 

| Here's an old familiar question. It's about fleas. The letter says: "Please 
11 me how and why fleas got into our house when we were away on vacation. We 

yok our dog and cat with us so they were not to blame. Yet a nhouseful of fleas 
most ate us alive on our return." 

The entomologists disagree with you and blame your pets. They say you can 
Imost always trace fleas to the family cat or dog, especially if these animals 
leep in the house. Flea eggs laid in the animal's fur roll out on the floor and 
bch in cracks and crevices. Soon a swarm of hungry young fleas are around the 
Mouse waiting for food. The moment you return to an empty house, they start making 
| meal on you. They also are ready to greet the dog and cat that brought in their 
BES in the first place. 

Once the fleas get in the house, the question is how to get rid of them. You 
vi your choice of two good and cheap flea~killers. One is creosote oil, the other 
s napthalene flakes. Creosote oil is very effective, but it has such a strong 

and makes such bad stains that you can't use it in the main part of the house. 


uU can spray it in the cellar or outbuildings, or in the dog's kennel or outside 


© about 5 pounds of flakes for the average-size room. Sprinkle the flakes over 

he floor; then close the room up tight. Close all doors and windows and plug up 
cracks. Let the room stand undisturbed for 24 hours. Then you can brush up 

the flakes and use them in another infested room. 

Clean out the fleas from dogs or cats by rubbing derris powder into the fur, 
ally along the back from head to tail. Derris powder is harmless to animals 


fatal to fleas. 


That's all the insect questions today. Listen for more questions and answers 
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